
PMNHS 2022 is being hosted in GatherTown. All sessions will be accessed through GatherTown via a single link: 

Access the PMNHS Conference 

Please note: you will be able to access the space from 8.30am on April 2nd. 

GatherTown is a web-conferencing platform like Zoom, but with the added component of being able to see the virtual space 
that you and others are occupying, and using an avatar with the ability to move and interact with other people.  

GatherTown recommends Google Chrome or Firefox browsers. Safari has limited support. 

When you arrive 

PLEASE ALLOW 15 MINS TO ACCESS THE CONFERENCE ENVIRONMENT AND ORIENT YOURSELF IN 
THE SPACE 

When you follow the link above, you’ll be asked to create an avatar, enter your name (please use your full name so that 
other participants can find you), and give permission to use your camera and microphone. When you’re ready, you can join.  

   
On arrival, you’ll be transported to a small desert island. This is a short tutorial, which on 
completion reveals a door to our conference environment aboard HMS Porcupine. 

During the tutorial you will: 
• Use arrow keys to move your avatar around  
• Mute and unmute yourself 
• Use the ‘x’ key to interact with an object 

 

Interacting with people 
All you have to do is walk up to someone and video conferencing will start. Conferencing works on the basis of proximity, 
so if you walk away, you will lose connection. 

Around the ship – usually at a table – there are some private spaces. These are like breakout rooms 
where you can video conference with everyone else in the private space without nearby 
conversations overlapping. 

When you enter a private space, you will briefly see this pop up 

 
 

You can use the chat function to send a message to: 
• Room (everyone on the same deck) 
• Nearby (people with whom you have proximity video contact) 
• Someone specific – use Inbox, click 'select user' and choose from list 

https://app.gather.town/app/uhesBEyhH8fquPUY/porcupine
https://www.google.com/intl/en_uk/chrome/
https://www.mozilla.org/en-GB/firefox/new/


Finding people  
If there is someone specific you’d like to talk to, you can search for their name by clicking on the 
participants button, and typing their name into the search field.  

 

Message - send a message via chat 

Locate on map - will show you a black line leading to the person 

Follow - follow the person around without needing to use your own controls 

Request to Lead - ask the person to follow you (they have to give permission) 

 
 
The conference environment – HMS Porcupine 

When you arrive, you will be on the top deck with the welcome desk 
(1) in front of you. Lucy Moore Fuller will be at the welcome desk 
throughout the conference should you need any assistance. 

Explore the space by moving your avatar with the arrow keys and 
use the stairs (2) to travel between the decks. You will also find 
some private areas for group chats along with objects for you to 
interact using the ‘x’ key. 

If you have difficulty moving to your desired location using the 
arrow keys, you can right click on a spot and choose ‘move here’. 
(note: this will only work for areas within the defined space, for 
instance, you cannot jump into the sea by using ‘move here’!) 

 

The Lecture Theatre 

All talks and oral presentations will be accessed via the GatherTown Lecture Theatre and delivered in Zoom.  

Use the central stairs to access the middle deck. The Lecture Theatre can be seen on the right of the deck. 

When you enter the Lecture Theatre, move to one of the virtual seats 
(just like a physical lecture space, you may need to move further into 
the Lecture Theatre to find room). 

You will see telephone symbols (3) with the ‘press x’ pop-up. 

 

 

 

On pressing your x key a window will open inviting you to join a 
Zoom call via a link. When you click the link you will join the Zoom 
call – either via the web interface or the desktop app if you have it. 

From that point you will be in Zoom with the usual Zoom 
functionality. 

To return to the conference space (for example, during a break), just 
select the GatherTown tab in your browser. 
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Using Zoom 

 

 
When you arrive you will be muted. (4) Please remain muted unless you are presenting or invited to ask a question. 

Please have your camera switched on (5) as it is helpful for our presenters to see their audience. 

For the Q&A sessions we will use the ‘raise hand’ function which can be found under the 
‘reactions’ button. (6) The Chair will invite people to ask questions.  
Do not forget to ‘lower your hand’ once you have asked your question. 

 

If you prefer, you can post questions in Zoom chat (7) but please be aware that the Chair may only read these questions after 
addressing raised hands. 

If you need help at any time during the session, please post a message to Peter Moore Fuller (host) in Zoom chat. 
 

The exhibition deck 

The exhibition area can be found on the lower deck which you access via the main staircase. The exhibition is open all day. 
We have invited exhibitors to be available to discuss their poster/video between 13.15 and 14.15. 

On the exhibition deck are several private areas around exhibition boards (8). 
Each private area is a space for you to view the poster/film and discuss with the 
exhibitor. 

As you approach the space you will be able to see a preview of the poster/film 
(9). You should see a pop-up instruction to ‘press x to interact’ – this opens a 
larger version of the poster/film. You can close this version by clicking the x at 
the top of the viewing window.  

Note that may not need to go into the private space to view the poster/film, but 
you need to do so in order to discuss with the exhibitor.  

 
 

Announcements 

Access the information board from the bottom bar. Keep a look out for announcements and chat messages which 
will remind you about the event programme and what is coming up next. 

 

Need help? 
You can: 

• Navigate to the welcome desk on the top deck and speak to us via video conferencing (if you have difficulty 
finding the desk, look for ‘Lucy Moore Fuller’ in the participant search and use the ‘follow’ option) 

• Send a message in chat to Lucy Moore Fuller 
• If experiencing a problem and unable to move your avatar or access chat, use 'raise hand' 

and Lucy will message or come to find you. Please only use when necessary and don't 
forget to lower your hand once your problem is resolved. 

• Email lucy@infohackit.com 
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